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THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN ARIZONA, 1906

Edited by Frank D. Reeve
The "Old Observer" in Arizona*
N THE LAST letter something was said concerning Phoenix as a health resort; and the probable inference of the
reader was that the place reaped a considerable income
from invalids who came hither in quest of that greatest boon
of existence. I believe this to be correct.
While a considerable portion of the health seekers, because of pecuniary reasons, have to abide in tents, which
makes it necessary to establish themselves outside of the city,
perhaps at some outlying town where there may be a white
city whose population is almost exclusively composed of
persons afflicted with pulmonary diseases, yet there are not
a few who never get out of the capital after once reaching it.
The fact is that a considerable portion of those who visit
this place or southern California have postponed the journey
until recovery is out of the question, if indeed (beyond the
delusive hopes which such unfortunates alway,s cherish)
there had ever been any probability of favorable change;
for this class of disease is insidious and treacherous to the
last degree. Hope springs eternal in the breasts of such
sufferers. *
They are usually certain that they will eventually be "all
right," even though it may seem apparent to lookers-on as
well as to the doctors in attendance (in such cases as the

I

• (From Our Traveling Staff Correspondent) The American Shepherd'. Bulletin, voL
11, no. 3, March, 1906. [See NEW MEXICO ·HISTORICAL REVIEW, vol. 38, no. 4 (1963) F.R.D.]
* I saw a youth, not more than 18 years old, in the last stages of consumption, apparently, with a racking cough, just able to move around. He had been some time in
southern California before coming to Phoenix. where he had tarried a while. He went out
with me on the midnight train-was going home (to die, I believe, though he failed to
realize this) ; yet he was in good spirits and perhaps confidently expected one day to
be well as the ruggedest boy of his age.
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afflicted are able to avail themselves of physicians' services)
that death is but a question of a short time.
Regular medical practitioners, specialists, all of whom,
as well as the various tradesmen and rooming-house keepers,
are adepts at charging and collecting rates, are none of them·
doing a losing business. Some "malicious" person declared to
me the other day that certain physicians and funeral directors had a "friendly understanding" whereby the former
received a perquisite for each cadaver which he caused to
be passed to the latter.
UP COUNTRY AGAIN. There are two trains daily to Ash
Fork, one leaving at 30 minutes past midnight; the other at
45 minutes past seven on the following morning. The former
reaches Prescott at about the time at which the other leaves
Phoenix, for the passage involves a gradual ascent of 4,352
feet--a route of steep grades along mountainsides and
through canyons, so progress is comparatively slow. 1
PRESCOTT, a former capital of Arizona,2 is situ.ated in a
basin among the San Prieto mountains at an altitude of
5,432 feet. It is one of the most important mining centres
in the country, i. e., in its tributary district are as many
mines as can be found in any similar area. So the business
of the town, a large volume of which is annually transacted,
is mainly dependent upon this industry for its existence. The
place, therefore, is usually thronged with miners and pros1. The railroad from Prescott to Phoenix "was so winding that the railroad quickly
earned . . . the nickname of the 'Pea Vine'." William S. Greever, llRailway Development
in the Southwest," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, 32 :172 (April, 1957).
2. The Pauline Weaver Party found gold near Prescott in 1863. The first Territorial
Governor, John N. Goodwin, located the capital at Prescott in 1864. A citizens' meeting
established the town on May 30, 1864. It was named in honor of the historian, William
H. Prescott. Will C. Barnes, Arizona Place Names. Revised and enlarged by Byrd H.
Granger. The University of Arizona Press. Tucson, 1960. The name Prescott was suggested by Richard C. McCormick, the first Secretary of State for Arizona Territory.
Rufus K. Wyllys, Arizona: The History of a Frontier State, p. 170. Hobson & Herr,
Phoenix, Arizona, 1950.
The Post Office was established on June 10, 1864, with Hiram Walter Read as postmaster. John and Lillian Theobald, Arizona Territory Post Offices and Postmasters.
Arizona Historical Foundation, Phoenix, 1961.
Sheldon H. Dike, Territorial Post Offices of Arizona. Dr. S. H. Dike, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, 1958. Cf. Arizona Place Names, supra.
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pectors. The latter are the incarnation of cheerfulness and
hopefulness. The perpetually high spirits of all individuals
of this class are proverbial. You never meet one who is not
going to make a stake.
Once in a way, some one does more than realize his most
sanguine expectations, as in the case of a party whom I met
the other day, who sold a claim which he had some time
before acquired, and on which he had done some work, for
$60,000, $10,000 down, and $10,000 per year, until the whole
amount should be paid.
The floor of this basin is largely undulating-a series of
rolling hills (on which are some fine residences of capitalists
and merchants as well as most of the churches and schoolhouses and the "Carnegie library"), which break off at the
south to a creek bottom on which all by itself is a stretch of
tenderloin whose area is to that of the whole town as is the
region between 14th and 42d streets to all Manhattan. Just
why such districts in the West are more conspicuous in mining towns than elsewhere is a problem.
Two fine streets· cross the intermediate section between
the hills and the creek bottom, extending, in the centre of
the town, along each side of an attractive plaza which is
adjacent to the massive courthouse-Prescott being the
county seat of Yavapai. Around the plaza and abutting upon
the aforesaid streets are the banks, stores, newspaper offices
and general business establishments of the town.
The next place north of any importance is Jerome Junction, a hamlet whence passes a branch from the Santa Fe to
Jerome,3 where Senator Clark's great copper mine is located.
Northward to Cedar Glade the country is a region of high,
arid table-land covered with miles of weird juniper copses,
and broken by wide deep washes. One of these3. Jerome is a ghost town on the eastern slope of Mingus (or Black) Mountain.
Eugene M. Jerome was Secretary-Treasurer of the United Verde Copper Company
organized in New York, March 1883. Patrick Hamilton, The Re.ource. of Arizona, p. 183.
A. L. Bancroft, San Francisco, 3rd Edition. W. A. Clark of Montana purchased the
mine in 1886. Arizona Place Names. Frederick F. Thomas was the first postmaster,
September 10, 1883. Ibid. Cf. Wyllys, op. cit., p. 225.

114

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

LITTLE HELL'S CANYON, a dark, dismal twisting chasmthe railroad crosses beyond Cedar Glade station. To-day a
stream of "snow water" is coursing through it, but I learn
that in summer it is impossible to find a drop for stock anywhere in its vicinity, though grazing facilities everywhere
about are good.
A blind man was waiting for the train at Jerome J unction, an elderly person whose lines had evidently fallen in
hard places. His orbs were gone, only their sockets were in
dim view, through dark glasses. He was munching a piece
of bread. He had suspended from his neck a card on which
was the legend: "REMEMBER POOR BLIND TOM."
Just before the train started (he was going to Williams
and must change at Ash Fork), he moved toward the smoking car, tapping the planks with his staff, about as well as
would one who enjoyed the sense of sight, only he had to be
guided over the gap between the edge of the platform and the
first step. A seat in the car he readily located by means of the
impression which his stick conveyed to his acquired acute
tactual sense.
At Ash Fork, on my return, I met
MR. R. T. BROWN, who, for years, has been a camp rustler
or foreman with the E. T. Smith4 outfit. An important part
of his work was taking sheep on to the desert in the proper
season, for months at a time. This practice "is of great advantage, if feed proves sufficiently reliable," for it not only
"gives the range rest," but enables the proprietor to secure
early lambs and consequently to obtain a good price for the
same. This gentleman confirms the account of the scarcity
of sale sheep to which allusion was made in the last letter.
Those, if any, who have them are holding. This makes demand keen. All kinds of money, so to speak, are being offered.
At the moment we hear of a band of ewes just being sold at
$6.50 per head. However, if this price were really obtained,
it covered the fleece and the prospective lamb.
4. E. P. Smith was a sheepman in Coconino County post-189!. Bert Haskett, "History of the Sheep Industry in Arizona," Arizona Historical Review, 7 :48 (July, 1936).
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Mr. B. is much interested in range horses and in connection with his partner proposes to close out the business
this summer. They have 1,000 head, mostly range stuff, good
grade. For the above purpose these gentlemen will drop
temporarily out of the sheep business.
While I was waiting for the train to Williams
A BUNCH OF ANGORAS came down to the track and crossed
it to the north side, perhaps to drink at a water course
which, near-by, cuts through the flat land. There were some
fine ones in the lot--quite "seven-eighths"; all had a good
coat of "moare." These, I learned, belonged to a Mexican.
Before the withdrawal of so much land from entry, herds
of such stock were not uncommon in northern central Arizona, but as goats are not allowed upon the reserve, the few
still kept in the territory are herded down South; otherwise,
the only large flock of which I have an account is that of
Mr. Frost, 15 miles southeast of Kingman. Mr. D. S. Hibbin,5
of Flagstaff, who took a flock off the reserve, to deliver to a
purchaser at Lee's Ferry (of the Colorado) , informs me that
most of such stock is to be found in the hills between Prescott and Salt River valley.
A TRIO OF LITTLE MEXICS, all "ninas," in the railroad
waiting-room, created a pleasant diversion, and relieved the
monotony which would otherwise have seriously oppressed
the waiters, especially as the train was liable to be late. One
was an infant in the arms of its mother, who informed a
lady in the group of exceedingly interested passengers that
the baby was not a "muchacho" [boy]. The other two, little
brunette lasses, pretty as pretty pictures, the casual observer
would be sure to consider twins, for they were nearly of a
size, closely resembled each other in their features, and were
of such degree of development as children of that age (four
or five years) may be supposed to have attained, and, above
5. I find mention of H. C. Hibben of Flagstaff, a member of the Fish and Game
Commission. Gee. H. Kelly, Legislative History. Arizona 1864-1912, p. 269. State Historian, 1926.
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all, differed in temperament as markedly as young ones who
come into the world together are apt to.
One of these little elves sat passively, demurely, upon a
bench or near her mother, watching with childish interest,
one might almost say envy, the antics of her sister, who was
frolicking all over the room, now floundering upon the floor,
soiling her little skirt, again toddling to this, that and the
other corner, and sometimes, in spite of the audible caution
of her parent, whose hands were tied, essaying to inspect the
cinders on the stove hearth.
When this one'met with some mishap and commenced to
sob, a good-natured gentleman took her in his arms to comfort her, which was by no means a difficult task, for children (Mexic) are selqom shy, and usually reciprocate any
attention paid them by strangers.
This incident brought out the query as to whether these
two little "hermanas" [sisters] were really twins. So some
one or other who was able to do so inquired of the mother,
who spoke no English.
They were not twins. Then there was an animated discussion among the lookers-on as to which one of the childish
twain was the elder. The male observers all accorded that
misfortune to the lively lass; the ladies to the demure one.
The mother decided the case in favor of the ladies.
This correct solution of the problem by the women must
have been determined by subtle, not to say inexplicable,
feminine intuition, for certainly all signs by which men
generally fix, at least approximately, the age of animals indicated by at least a year and one-half the seniority of the
one whom her mamma pronounced the younger.
'Tis a stretch of lonesome valley, with a growth of smallish pines on plain and adjacent hillsides, which you cross
between Ash Fork and
WILLIAMS, in Coconino county. When you reach the latter town you find it seated in a nook formed by the irregular
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trend of a mountain spur, and at the foot of a prominent
peak (Williams Mountain,6 whose sides, too, support a considerable pine growth, in which toward the summit is an
Indian grave marked by a monument).
The town toward the north looks over a plain, which
spreads out more than half way to the Grand Canyon,
though crossed by ranges of low hills called "knobs."
The Grand Canyon branch of the Santa Fe Railway
crosses this plain, on whose western edge is a group of volcanic hills, one of which, perhaps four miles from Williams,
has a crater (long ago inactive), as surrounding debris attests, large enough to admit a man's body, and of uncertain
depth.
Near the volcanic hill is an "Elephant Park"-each stone
in the worn rock group having been made to assume a shape
which, from different points of view, an eighth of a mile distant bears a striking resemblance to a museum specimen of
the said quadruped.
Williams, being at the junction of the main Santa Fe
track and the canyon branch, is a busy railroad town. The
locomotives on this line, at least in Arizona, use oil fuel, and
here, on the north side of the track, is an immense reservoir
which contains thousands of barrels of this liquid combustible.
One whose light-weight. purse renders the payment of
"first-class" hotel rates impraticable may obtain a good
room at "The Cottage" and a good meal at any of the restaurants at reasonable prices. *
When I dropped into Williams before the holidays I had
the pleasure of meeting, at his residence,
6. Bill Williams Mountain. "The one definite record which has been preserved of
Old Bill's visit to Arizona is in the statement of Antoine Leroux, who in 1837 met
Williams, all alone, on the river in Arizona which afterwards was named for him."
Alpheus H. Favour, Old Bill Williams, Mountain Man, p. 107. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1936. Citing Kern's Diary of the Sitgreaves Expedition,
1851• So at the canyon one can comfortably establish himself during his brief stay at
much less expense than he would incur at EI Tovar.
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DR. E. B. PERRIN, who is an enthusiast on the subject of
sheep husbandry and is co-proprietor of upwards of 13,000
head. He has the reputation of being a successful operator.
1 believe his concern. is known· as Perrin Brothers. 7 The
family has large landed possessions in this county and
has considerable real estate in the vicinity of Williams.
The doctor, though an eminently practical man, having an
intimate knowledge of men and things, is a student by habit,
a thinker, always on the alert for anything new which is
truly in the line of progress.
Notwithstanding that he is a perpetually busy man (indeed, he was closely engaged' with his secretary when 1
called at early morning), he kindly accorded me an interview, pausing from his labors for that purpose.
I soon found that he is one of those who, "when at rest,
is never less at rest." He had several questions to ask concerning the immediate and future status of wool in the country, so framed that each called for an unqualifiedly exact
answer. He is an adept at this style of interrogatory, and 1
certainly must needs have been gifted· with prevision and
omnivision to have answered satisfactorily.
But he is a singularly kind-hearted man-type of the
old-school gentleman (1 have the impression that he came
from Alabama)-and he readily agreed to another inter..
view at some subsequent date.
However, when 1 visited Williams in late January, he
was in California, but 1 was so fortunate as to encounter
in town Mr. S. Brown, a foreman with the Perrin outfit,
who has been with it for a considerable period.
The concern is running grade Merinos and Rambouillets,
such as shear upward of seven pounds annually. Shearing
7. Dr. E. B. Perrin was a pioneer sheepman in Yavapai county post-1881, presumably in partnership with his brother, Robert Perrin. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :29, 48. According to William S. Greever, Arid Domain: The Santa Fe Railroad and its Western
Lands, p. 47, he was also a land speculator and by 1887 had purchased 258,873.08 acres.
He is mentioned in Edward Morris Wentworth, America's Sheep Trails, p. 252, The
Iowa State College Press, 1948.
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is done by handS-by preference, I judge. Their wool in 1905
brought 18@21c. per pound.
They have used in the flock the Stanislaus Company
(California) bucks (originally Stone & Snyder). .
LAMBING takes place on the range, about 25 miles distant from Williams. In regard to results, it was remarked
substantially as follows: "If one put in the requisite bucks
for 1,000 ewes, there ought to be 1,000 lambs forthcoming,
and with ordinary care at least 80 per cent, or 75 per cent to
80 pet cent, of these should be raised.
"May lambs born here in the North are in the fall as
large and year in and year out are worth as much as those
which come at Phoenix. As yearlings, you cannot tell the
difference between them. If mountain lambs are held till
December they bring as much money as those which were
dropped down in Maricopa."
A 65-pound (or thereabout) mountain lamb about the
10th of October has during the past five years sold here for
$2.35.
These sheep in summer run on the Navajo reservation,
out from Winslow-the whole flock, 13,888. The bands go
on to the reserve in April, where the lamqing of such ewe
bands as do not migrate south in winter usually occurs.
Concerning
Loss OF SHEEP, it was said that since dipping they were
"out" 18 sheep, Le., that number was unaccounted for. They
had previously [lost] 89 pelts, which would make the total
deficiency for the season 107, which would be less than eighttenths of one per cent, or for a flock of that size practically
nothing, though this does not include (as I suppose) the
mutton consumed by the herders, and is, of course, an exceptionally fortunate case.
While the utmost care is exercised in culling out old
stock and in all other particulars, the loss in average years
will not fall short of ten per cent.
8. For a description of sheep shearing, see J. D. Robb, "Sheep Shearing in New
Mexico 1956," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, 32 :357 (Oct. 1957).
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WAGES, ETC. Herders are paid $30 per month and board;
camp tenders, $40. The cost of maintenance per man per
month is $8 besides the mutton (sheep from the herd, slaughtered for their use). The quantity consumed in this outfit is
not stated, .but it is a well-known fact that a herder will
generally make way with two head per month, which would
mean at least $6 at any time, and at present prices considerably more. The help is furnished flour, potatoes, beans
canned tomatoes and coffee.
"For a rough guess," the annual per capita cost of keeping the herd (it is the year round in the North) is 90c.
Mr. C. C. Hutchinson, 9 of C. C. Hutchinson & Co., who
was mentioned in an earlier Arizona letter, resides a portion
of the year at Williams. I believe this is his post-office address.
Here I several times saw Mr. J. B. Jones,lO a prominent
business man and appreciative reader of the "Bulletin."
Although at present he has no direct financial interest in
sheep, he very naturally concerns himself about everything
which relates to the prosperity of this part of Arizona. He
appears to be a connoisseur in mineralogical and geological
specimens and curios. His unique cabinet attracts lively
attention, as does his little menagerie of coyotes, cats, etc.
The highest point along the Santa Fe between Daggett,
California, and Albuquerque, New Mexico, is 30 odd miles
east of Williams at Riordan,!l 7,340 feet above sea level.
Five or six miles farther east, on the vast plain which un9. c. C. Hutchinson of Seligman raised a high grade ram. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :47.
He was a pioneer in crossing Hampshire bucks with Rambouillet for a larger meat
animal. Wentworth, Sheep Trails, p. 255. Hutchinson was one of two representatives
from Coconino County to the State Constitutional Convention in 1910. Wyllys, Arizona,
p.305.
10. J ..E. [sic] Jones was an attorney at Flagstaff. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :42. The
Jones brothers were sheepmen post-1891. Ibid.• 7 :47. J. E. Jones was appointed probate
judge for Coconino County in 1891. Kelly, Legislative History, p. 154.
11. A former lumber camp named for Dan M. Riordan, one of three brothers who
sold their interests in 1897. The site is 30 miles east of Flagstaff. Dan Riordan was
Indian Agent for the Navahos at Fort Defiance 1880-1884. Arizona Place Names. Riordan
(Dennis 1) California politician and Civil War veteran, served as Agent from January
1882 until June of 1884. NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, vols. 16, 18, 21 Passim. (Jan.
1943).
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folds from the base of ancient volcanic mountains, extending to the San Francisco spur at the southeast and indefinitely east-a region originally o'erstrewn with cinders, ash
and scoriae spewed from the now invisible solfataras of
prehistoric days-in the invigorating air and bright sunshine characteristic of the high valleys of the North, is the
capital of Coconino county.
FLAGSTAFF, in some respects the most interesting town
in the territory, as will be seen when certain facts in regard
to it and its environment shall have been.presented. In the
first place, the climate is above criticism. I know no other
place, south of Salt Lake and east of California, to which
the term "temperate," with all that it implies, when it has
reference to degrees of heat and cold, more properly applies.
The winters are short. That of 1905-1906, now Jan. 23 to 25,
is a thing of the past. There will be no more sinking of the
mercury to the freezing point till next November or December. During the socalled cold period, the temperature is
rarely below zero, Fahrenheit, and even if in a freak the
mercury drops 16 to 18 points, the dry air which prevails at
an altitude of 6,800 feet has no teeth which give the well man
who has any stamina such discomfort as does the sharp
breath of the winds that blow from the Atlantic or the
Pacific, where the mean winter temperature may be 10
degrees higher.
I say "well man," for if one is ill here it will be certain that his malady has orig'inated elsewhere.
In the hottest days of summer one experiences no sensation of lassitude. When he crosses the threshold of his
dwelling he is in a vernal air. He may, if he chooses, consider August, indoors, to be June, and if he is not a victim of
insomnia, he may peacefully repose under a blanket for
seven hours or as much longer as he may desire.
The summer air is free from humidity, and if one wishes
"a rabbit foot," after the hare is caught and the pedal. extremity detached, it will be unnecessary to treat the mus-
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cular or fatty tissue with arsenic, to preserve the specimen;
just hang it in the open air above the reach of dogs and cats,
and it will "dry out." Why, shepherds, cowboys and riders
on the plains and among the hills "jerk" meat (which is
with them an important article of food while they're moving
about) just as do the "gauchos" of the Argentine pampas.
Whenever artificial heat is necessary here is plenty of
fuel-coal if you desire; wood if you prefer. I used to keep
a humming fire evenings, in January, with the odd ends of
pine boards and scantling full of resinous pitch, from the
mill. Lots of this is burned here. To be sure, this keeps one
"firing" at occasional intervals, but it's fun to see the little
tongues of flame dart from the ignited blocks, and the melted
turpentine ooze from them like syrup.
There's lots of this fuel to be had, for you see Flagstaff
is not only in the midst of a livestock, but a timber region as
well.
The neighboring forests in summer contribute to the sustenance of both domestic and wild animals.
The timber region begins at San Francisco mountain
(which, by the way, the traveler has in his eye from the time
he passes Seligman, over one hundred miles west, till he
leaves the peak behind him, 50 to 60 miles away), near Flagstaff, and extends over 100 miles east into New Mexico.
This is one of the largest bodies of pine in the country.
The material is mainly soft pine, which "goes into" mining
timbers, building lumber, boxes and sash and door stuff;
the last-named articles are manufactured in about equal
proportions, for the eastern and western markets.
The lumber business of this section employes about 550
men the year round. The Arizona Lumber and Timber CO.12
which has an immense mill beside the railroad track, a mile
west of the business heart of the town, owns the Central
Arizona Railroad-30 miles of track, four locomotives, 80
12. The Arizona Lumber & Timber Company is the only one mentioned for Flagstaff
in C. A. Higgins' New Guide to the Pacific Coast: Santa Fe Route, p. 119. Rand, McNally
& Company. 1894.
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cars. This line into the timber region connects with the
Santa Fe at Flagstaff.
This great forest has recently been made a timber reserve, and under present regulations all rubbish must be
removed, so that no fires may occur. Only mature timber is
permitted to be cut, giving the younger stock a chance to
grow; consequently, there is now promise of a practically
inexhaustible growth.
Of the reserve,
MR. T. A. REIRDON,13 president of the A. L. & T. Co., who,
moreover, is financially interested in the Howard Sheep Co.,
says: "The government rules, while in the beginning working a hardship upon both the stock and lumber interests,
will, in time, no doubt, result in good to all concerned, by
reason of wise management, preventing forest fires, preserving young timber, also by not allowing overstocking
with sheep or cattle.
"The unusual moisture, this winter, insures a prosperous year for livestock people. The outlook is very promising."
"Flag." has an efficient electric light system and a good
fire department. Both the Western Union and Postal Telegraph companies have transfer offices here, the only ones
along this line between Los Angeles and Albuquerque. And
more improtant than all its other advantages combined" is
a bounteous, perennial spring, six miles away, on the mountainside, whose waters, distilled from the unpolluted snows,
are conducted into town, to be drawn in forcible jets, hundreds of feet below, at the family faucets.
Arizona has an excellent school system, one of the best
equipped in the Union; an admirable corps of teachers, in
school buildings for the elementary and higher departments,
13. Re Navaho Sheep: "First efforts to improve type and quality were made by
the United States Indian Agent, D. M. Riordan, in 1882-84." Wentworth, Sheep Trails,
p. 547. T. A. Reirdon (sic) was president of the Arizona Lumber and Timber Co. He
arrived in Flagstaff in 1884 and joined his brother D. M. R. Arizona Place Names.
D. M., T. A., and M. J. Riordan were pioneer sheepmen in Coconino County post-1881.
Haskett, op. cit., 7 :29, 48.
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all constructed at the expense of the people of the territory,
whose contributions have met and are continuing to meet the
requirement for teachers' salaries and all other charges.
The large debt (hundreds of thousands of dollars) necessarily incurred for the foregoing laudable purpose is being
speedily wiped out, so it will be seen that the "$5,000,000
provision for schools" contained in the joint statehood bill
will be no bait for these people.
The territory has two magnificently endowed normal
schools 14-the Northern and the Southern; the latter is
located at Tempe in Maricopa and the former at "Flag."
The building occupied by the Northern school crowns a low
knoll just south of the town. This imposing edifice, in architectural design and execution, as well as its interior appointments, is not surpassed by any in older sections. The
same compliment, in degree, may justly be paid in regard
to the quality of the "faculty" in charge of the school-its
personnel, character and professional ability.
An immense amount of business, mercantile and banking,
is done in a single year at this point. The big general store
of
BABBITT BROS. 1 5 in the centre of the city (they have also
a large establishment at Winslow), occupying with its numerous departments, which contain everything conceivable in
the way of merchandise, and its suite of offices on the upper
floor, nearly half a block, is a place which a visitor to this
town will find it exceedingly interesting to visit. The Navajo blankets-wonderful examples of semi-barbaric artwill for months after first viewing them furnish a visitor
with food for thought, whether or not he buys one.
14. The Northern Arizona Normal School, located at Flagstaff, dates from March
11, 1899. Kelly, Legislative History, p. 201. Wyllys, Arizona, p. 179.
15. Charles J. Babbit arrived in Arizona in 1886 and formed a partnership in the
cattle industry with brothers David, George, Williams,-and Edward J. They were not
successful because of low prices and branched out into the mercantile field. History of
Arizona, Biographical, III :163-64. Record Publishing Co., Phoenix, 1930. The Babbit
brothers opened a mercantile store at Flagstaff in 1886. They entered the sheep business
toward the end of the century, but only as partner-backers and advisors. Their principal
role was marketing the wool which was nearly all sold in Boston. Wentworth, Sheep
Trail8, p. 255.
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Babbit Bros., of course, are directly largely interested
in sheep husbandry, per se, as well as in traffic in its products
and in supplies for the sheep camps.
At the post-office, one dropping in, in the middle of the
afternoon, is likely to see, when he peeps through the delivery
aperture, a picturesque figure with swarthy face and grave
countenance, a party having a decidedly messenger-like manner-themail carrier from the reservation-a regular government employee who has the same consciousness of his
importance as a public functionary as any white official in
the department of Indian or postal affairs. The visitor as
like as not will also see
MR. THOMAS H. COALTER, the postmaster at Flagstaff,16
and a prominent citizen of the town, who, with his boys, is
likewise financially concerned in the sheep industry.
Mention of the reservation mail carrier further suggests
that if, some morning, you were to enter the bank which
is located at the southwest corner of the same street on
which is the post-office, you would, perhaps, find a couple
of stalwart scions of the "native American" race, before
the cashier's window, counting out a small pile of silver
coin with that sleuth-like care and precision which characterize the Indian when money matters are engaging his
attention.
Probably, if he were at the time in town, you would note
at the same window the clean-shaven, smiling face of Mr.
Pollock, who has, no doubt passed out the "dinero" to these
parties and who is watching their mflnipulation of it with
the same kind of interest which you yourself are consciously
or unconsciously evincing. This gentleman is connected in
a business way with the sheep firm of
16. The origin of the name Flagstaff is a moot point today. Cf: Arizona Place Names.
Wyllys, Arizona, p. 218; James H. McClintock, Mormon Settlements in Arizona, p. 151.
Phoenix, Arizona, 1921. Higgins, New Guide, p. 119. It became the county seat of
Coconino County in 1891. Kelly, Legislative History, p. 154; or later per Wyllys, Arizona,
p. 184. Thomas J. Coalter served as postmaster Sept. 14, 1897, to May, 1906. Theobald,
Post 0 Dices.
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CAMPBELL & FRANCIS,17 whose headquarters are at
"Flag." This concern was mentioned at some length in the
preceding letter, as were Mr. Hugh Campbell's views upon
the "28-hour law" 18-views in which his contemporaries
emphatically concur. Mr. Hugh was a delegate to the January, 1906, convention of the National Wool Growers' Association held at Denver.
Right across the way from the post-office is Gosney 19
and Perkins' Bank, a thriving institution which, like the
concern on the corner of the same street, is rendering inestimable service to the stock men and, in fact, to every
species of useful effort incident to this section of the territory.
MR. E. S. GOSNEY, the senior in this enterprise, is too
well and favorably known to require on the part of the "Bulletin" any extended notice at this time. (We take pleasure
in presenting his portrait in the current issue.) He is, at
present, enjoying a much needed and richly deserved rest
in southern California. His necessary absence from the territory at this time explains why he was not present at the
Denver (1906) meeting of the National Wool Growers' Association, a happening which must otherwise have wakened
a good deal of surprise in that body in which for years he has
been a familiar figure.
Before this gentleman's departure in the early days of
the new year for California, he presided at the annual meeting of the Arizona Wool Growers' Association.
This particular meeting, held at Phoenix, was, for several reasons, of especial importance to the sheep men of
17. D. M. Francis was a sheepman in Coconino County post-1881. Haskett, op. cit.,
7 :20, 48; mentioned in Wentworth, Sheep Trails, p. 252.
18. See NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, 38 :340 note 20.
19. E. S. Gosney.: A young lawyer, banker, and adviser to many sheepmen in the
Territory, and himself an extensive owner of sheep and ranches, E. S. Gasner, was
chosen president of the reorganized association, which was renamed and known thereafter
as the Arizona Wool Growers Association, the name it bears today. The selection of
Gosner, fitted by training, temperament, and inclination to direct the fight for the
sheepmen, was most judicious and fortunate. The fight involved closing the forest reservations to grazing. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :39. 29, 46. Wentworth, Sheep Trails, p. 255.
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Arizona Territory. Among such reasons was this, namely,
reports were rendered from all parts of the sheep region.
These conclusively showed that Arizona has a clean bill of
health. Thanks to energetic measures pursued for itseradication, and meritorious co-operation and support, not only
of the association, but of sheep men generally, scabies is
now but a memory.
Another matter of prime importance was the annual
allotment of grazing privileges on the reserves to sheep men,
the stock men at this time meeting the superintendent, as
is the custom, at a stated time in the year, in all of the sheep
states in which land has been withdrawn from entry and
settlement, except California, on whose reserves no sheep
are allowed.
It may be remarked at this time that in the matter of
grazing privileges in each pastoral section in which are
large areas of "forest," a good deal of which often contains
not even material for fence posts, and is absolutely adapted
to no other purpose than grazing, the Bureau of Forestry,
which primarily was not favorable to stock grazing on reserves,* has from time to time,· since first permits were
granted, revised the regulations in regard to grazing instituted by it.** Sometimes changes have resulted from the
recommendation of the superintendents and supervisors, as
in 1903 (at least that was the first time that I heard the
order promulgated at a meeting of sheep men) when it was
decreed that each lamb running with its mother on the reserve should be counted as a sheep, so that a permit to pasture 2,500 "sheep," in case this lot comprised straight ewes,
would mean that the permittee could take on the reserve
1,250 ewes and their lambs.
I heard an official reply to a stock man who had remarked
that this was giving a great advantage to the owners of
* An aphorism coined by one of the agents (I heard it uttered in the state of Washington by a reserve official) was: uWe are not concerned in promoting the interests of
stock men; our purpose is to protect the forests."
•• The bureau at this time was a "sub" of the Interior Department.
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"dry sheep," that "the government would like to have them
all 'dry sheep.'''
This year, in Arizona, I understand from a sheep man'
who has received notice to this effect, the grazing fees for
sheep will be as follows: 5c. per head; 2c extra per ewe for
the privilege of taking a ewe band on to the reserve for
lambing and 21;2c. per head for each lamb.
Sometimes changes favorable to the stock men have been
wrought through their own concerted action, which fact is
a sufficient argument for ,organization if no other could be
offered.
However, with all the disadvantages which at present
exist, most of which will be cured in time, the existing system is on the whole a great thing for the average operator
in the stock business. Indeed, it has been his salvation, for
its effect at its inception was to cause to vanish forever
from the attention of the government the notorious "Leasing Proposition," which, as late as 1901-1902, syndicates and
large individual proprietors were vigorously advocating
with both breath and ink, and were straining every nerve
to have adopted. The outcome of this, had their efforts been
successful, would have been the complete effacement of small
proprietors of cattle and sheep.
But sheep are not allowed upon all of the reserves in this
territory. In
THE GRAND CANYON RESERVE there's a tract 65 miles by
35 miles in which is not a drop of available "permanent"
water, although there are "tanks" for the storage of surface
water, constructed by sheep men (before the land was withdrawn from entry) who, under the new order of things,
found themselves excluded. Afterward cattle were admitted
to this domain and that stock, which is practically permitted
to graze all the year at the owners' convenience, slake their
thirst at the "water holes" which had earlier been made by
the sheep men.
A special grazing privilege has been accorded to "Buf-
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falo John," who has a herd of buffaloes and some Persian
sheep on the reserve north of the canyon.
It may at this juncture be remarked that the whole
story of
"LAND SCRIP" OPERATIONS, if it could be succinctly narrated from the beginning, would be intensely entertaining;
Here is a specimen instance of the delights which may accrue to the possessors of "privilege": The S. L. C.,20 a lumber concern, bought a land grant, situated perhaps 20 miles
northwest of Flagstaff; this embraced considerable timber
land. The price paid is alleged to have been in the neighborhood of $1 per acre. The company reserves the timber, but
turns the land over to the government, receiving in return
scrip which can be placed on any government land which
is vacant, and which the company sells at $3@$4 per acre.
Incidentally the government is protecting the timber for
the lumber concern, until it shall be ready to have it cut.
As·a rule, anywhere in the far West where timber land
concessions had been made, after the timber had been cut,
the land reverted to the proprietor (grantee), who conveyed it back to the government in consideration of scrip.
In the early concessions to lumbermen, no restrictions,
in regard to cutting, were placed upon the grantees.
ARIZONA RAMBOUILLET RAMS. Ever since the first utilization of the pastoral portions of the great Intermountain*
region for the production of wool and mutton (the pastoral
regions comprise a good deal of the whole), the breeding of
sires for use in the flocks there grazing has been a highly
important and remunerative industry-one in which a
goodly number of men (whose names are familiar as household words to flockmasters), on the Pacific Coast, in the
20. Col. Edward E. Ayer was a member of the California Column in the Civil War.
He erected a large lumber mill at Flagstaff and cut timber for the railroad. He sold
his business, the Ayer Lumber Co., to his local managers, the Riordan brothers, who
renamed it the Arizona Lumber Co. Greever, Arid Domain, p. 51: Wyllys, Arizona,
p. 288; for necrology see NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, 2 :306-7 (July, 1927).
• And, in fact, a good deal of the country east of the Rockies and west of the Missouri river.
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middle West, and later in Idaho and Utah have achieved
fame and fortune, and deservedly, inasmuch as, by the exercise of remarkable skill, these parties have developed the
art of breeding to a point as near perfection as is possible
within natural limitations. But until the indefatigable John
E. Keith with Merinos in Idaho, and, in the same state,
Governor F. R. Gooding with Downs, and in Utah, J. R.
Allen & Bros., with Downs,** John H. Seely,*** W. S. Hansen, the Intermountain Sheep Co.,**** James Kirke &
Bros.,***** and other breeders of sheep of the Merino
type****** had produced such stock that these parties had
gained positions in the front rank of American sheep breeders, flockmasters were obliged to resort to the middle West
or to Oregon or California for rams of good quality.
The Pacific states, as well as Ohio and Michigan, were
the great nurseries of such stock.
Indeed, up to date, as a general thing, the breeding of
thoroughbred sires has not yet been a success in Wyoming,
Montana, Colorado, New Mexico, or even in Arizona, except
in the instance of
DENT & SAYER,21 of Flagstaff, whose advent in this field
in 1904-1905 was an event in the history of the territory.
I have sought to place stress upon the term "thoroughbred," for anyone who knows anything about "Merino"22
•• Allen & Bros. have probably the largest flock of Cotswolds in the world.
••• President of the American Rambouillet Association, and a famous breeder of that
class of stock.
•••• Breeders of fine, hardy sheep adapted to range purposes.
••••• Among the most successful of the younger breeders.
•••••• As, for example, Joseph H. Wright, Wilford Day, Heber Bennion and Peter
C. Petersen·.
21. Joseph Dent and Thomas Sayers, half brothers, British, located at Flagstaff
and raised pure-bred or highly graded Rambouillet rams in the late 1890's. The initial flock
of ewes was obtained from Baldwin Sheep Company of Hay Creek, Oregon. Haskett,
op. cit., 7 :36; Wentworth, Sheep Trail, p. 265.
22. The Merino is a fine wool sheep of Spanish origin. There are four types. The
United.States has the American Merino and the Delaine. The Merino became the basis
for the nineteenth century expansion in the apparel wool production. Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 1961; Yavapai County contains 300,000 sheep; Apache County has over
600,000. The greater part are improved Mexican breeds, worth from $1.50 to $2.00 per
head. Good Merino sheep that shear 8 pounds of wool per annum sell readily at $3.60 per
head. Governor of Arizona, Annual Report, 1885, P. 899, 49 Cong., 1 Sess., HED I, pt. 6
(2379].
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sheep raising in the West (using the name "Merino" in its
broadest sense) is well aware that it is a maxim among the
best experienced flockmasters whose herds come in the
Merino category: "Keep the best grade ewes you can get
which are suitable for your range, but always use 'thoroughbred' sires !"
Dent & Sayer, who having been born with sheep, and
having all their lives had to do with the "creatures," and
being thoroughly familiar with all classes of English and
Scotch sheep (they were born in northern Yorkshire on the
border of North Britain), as well as being intimately acquainted with every phase of the Merino type, believing that
for a great deal of the territory west of the Rockies the
Rambouillet as an "all-round sheep" was, on the whole, the
best adapted, resolved that the fine breeding stock which
they designed to import be in fact, as well as in name, pure
blood.
"We'll bring into Arizona, regardless of expense," said
they, "as good as the best that can be found on the continent."
So Mr. Dent, who like J. V., who was then with the H. C.
outfit, is one of the best judges of sheep in the country, journeyed into the heart of Oregon, and arriving at the big
establishment of the B. S. & L. Co., selected (personally
picked out) 950 pure-blood two-year-old Rambouillet ewes,
direct in descent from the 130 which Mr. J. G. Edwards 23
personally selected in France and imported to Oregon in
1900.
Those who have perhaps never seen the matchless stock
of the original Hay Creek importation, but have heard much
in regard to it, can possibly imagine what the dams of Dent
& Sayer's fine lambs (whose sires were Baldwin rams) were
like.
23. J. G. Edwards imported Rambouillet into Oregon in 1900. He had been a large
scale sheepman in Wyoming and contested with cattlemen for the Colorado range. He
sold out in 1889 and located on Hay Creek Ranch in Oregon. Wentworth, Sheep Trails,
pp. 632ff. He was born in Wales and arrived in the United States in 1872. Ibid., appendix.
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I've heard, upon what I deem authority, that the then
manager of the B. S. & L. Co. demurred to Mr. Dent's proposition to take out of their flock this large number of
picked ewes, even at the round price offered. But Dent was
stubborn in his determination to have these or none.
Dent & Sayer likewise obtained some of the best Baldwin 24 rams from superior French and German stock, and
later from Ohio imported pure-blood Rambouillet rams of
the French Gilbert and German Von Homeyer stocks. Among
these was a famous 1905 prize winner previously owned by
Mr. Farris, of Liberty.
This concern, while owners of thousands of sheep, raising annually thousands of pounds of wool, and large numbers of "muttons" just like other Arizona sheep men, have
an entirely separate breeding establishment for their fine
stock, wide apart from the rest of their large herd.
Either Mr. Sayer or Mr. Dent is all the time with the
fine lamb flock and attends to the weeding process from the
moment at which it is possible to determine what a lamb
is going to make. These people never allow anything to go
out of their place which is not first class.
But it will be found upon examination of their ram lamb
flock that it is characterized by great uniformity in respect
to structure, size and covering.
The foregoing remark applies to the herds of all the
best American breeders of pure-blood stock. Alvin Crittenden, the celebrated Ohio breeder of Delaines, once remarked
to me, while he was viewing the yearling Delaine group
(then 1,500) at Hay Creek:
"This is a wonderful example of skill in breeding. About
every individual is an average of the whole flock in regard
to structure, size, and density and quality of its fleece."
Substantially the statement of this expert will apply to
24. The Dent and Sayers foundation of Rambouillet ewes was purchased from
Baldwin Sheep Co. of Hay Creek, Oregon. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :35.
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the stock of all our first-class American sheep breeders,
whether of Merinos or Downs. We have in this country made
such pace in this as in every other field of effort, that practiced American breeders of livestock may literally say to a
prospective buyer: "Give me an accurate idea of what you
want and I'll produce it."
THE RAMS OF DENT & SAYER are strictly range raised,
having been fed neither hay nor grain, and are therefore
peculiarly fitted for service in range flocks.
Their headquarters and post-office address are at Flagstaff, where they have a residence; they have also an extensive ranch 12 miles south of the town. But one or both of
them will always be found during the winter season at their
big plant on Cataract Wash among the Dog Knobs, 45 miles
northwest of "Flag."
This is off the Grand Canyon branch of the Santa Fe. A
branch from this G. C. road into the D. & S. outfit's place,
r understand, is a quite possible "near future" happening.
The nearest side station (switch) at present is Wilaha,
The facilities at Kendrick, their present breeding station,
are first class; there the feed is a month to six weeks earlier
than at "Flag"-the elevation being 1,800 feet less; there
is the large reservoir, in constructing which this hustling
firm utilized the crater of an extinct volcano.
A word at this point in regard to the Baldwin sires,
which were used in the aforesaid flock of choice ewes and
which were selected expressly for that purpose. These were
out of imported stock (thoroughbred sires and dams), and
were large-boned, heavy-fleeced, good shearing sheep (25
pounds clip per head). They were two-year-olds and averaged two hundred pounds weight, each.
SHEEP FACTS. Mr. Sayer firmly believes that the Rambouillet is "the easiest and best kept sheep, the hardiest as
well as the most productive."
Speaking of their range flock (aside from their fine
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stock) and the care of them, this gentleman says it costs at
least $1.25 per head (per year) to run them.
The help, principaly New Mexicans, is good. These men
understand herding. They know how to carefully handle the
sheep and how to properly use the sheep dogs. A good
herder, standing at the right point of view, unseen by the
sheep, with part of the band in sight, can tell what those
unseen are doing by the actions of those seen.
As to dogs, he prefers full-blooded collies. "They are,"
says he, "highly intelligent and want to work; if their zeal
is at times too ardent, they can be restrained."
It costs $15 per month, per man, to feed the help. When
judicious care is exercised the year round, Mr. S. thinks loss
of sheep should not exceed 6 per cent to 8 per cent. The most
serious cause in his experience is "black bag."
Necessarily, a great deal of salt is used. A band of 2,000
will consume 250 pounds every ten days. "Keep sheep well
salted," allows Mr. Sayer, "and let them have plenty of
water when feed is dry, and there will be no trouble with
loco."
While this gentleman, like every other citizen of this
territory, so far as I know, would prefer independent statehood,25 he is disposed to philosophically await the outcome of
impending legislation, whatever it may be, and is losing no
.
sleep.
If, in the freaks of politics, "jointure" should be accomplished he doubts that the sheep business will be materially affected one way or the other.
At Mr. Sayer's Flagstaff residence I saw three masterpieces of sheep portraiture with appropriate landscape environment: (a) "Scotch Blackfaces" (by Artist Watson).
These are horned sheep like Dorsets, though, unlike the latter, they do not breed out of season. (b) "Half-breeds" (by
Artist Tate). Of these sheep, Mr. Sayer remarked: "They
25. Statehood. see
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are a cross between blackface and Leicester. My father, who
was a recognized local authority on the subject of sheep,
regarded these as the best kind to keep, for all purposes."
(c) "Cheviots" (by Artist Califano).
These marvels of the animal painter's art (each artist
was a recognized genius in his special field) accompanied
the annual calendars which are issued by the well-known
wool firm of Brown & Adams, Boston,26 Mass., and are distributed throughout the sheep states.
In Arizona there is paid a liberal bounty on mountain
lions and wolves, but a meagre one on coyotes.
Twenty dollars is the price placed upon the head of each
lion and a proportionate amount is fixed for each wolf captured or slain, so that hunting for the bounty's sake is stimulated, so far as these two classes are concerned; the hunters
can well afford to relinquish the pelts to the county (which
in Arizona Territory always retains them upon payment of
bounty), but the small sum paid for killing coyotes renders
it advisable for the hunter or trapper of such beasts to leave
the bounty unclaimed and to himself dispose of the hide. 27
In fact, quite a business at this point (Flagstaff) is done
in coyote skins. Not only are they much employed by northern Arizona ladies for rugs and capes, but a considerable
quantity of them are each season exported to St. Louis. Mr.
William Friedlein,28 of the stock firm of
FRIEDLEIN & MORSE who has a sightly array of pelts of
predatory animals displayed in his shop, a few doors west of
26. Brown and Adams of Boston were buyers' of western wool. See William J.
Parisb, The Charles Ilfeld Company, p. 147 and cbapter 10. Harvard University Press,
1961.
27. The chief predators were the mountain lion, bobcat, jaguar, coyote, wolf and
bear. The bear were almost exterminated. A. A. Nichol, "'Large Predator Animals,"
University of Arizona, General Bulletin, No. B. April I, 1936. Offering bounties on predators was practiced from early Englisb period, but was not so effective in tbe transMissouri region. It was also opposed by trappers and professional hunters. Fraud was
practiced by offering substitutes. The Biological Survey published a descriptive study
in 1909; finally resorted to salaried hunters in the West. Wentworth, Sheep Trails, p. 48Bf.
28. William Friedlein. I have no information on him.
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the bank, hunts and traps wolves, cats and coyotes. He tells
me that he has 50 traps out at the camp.
This gentleman, who was formerly in the sheep business
and went through the disastrous period 'twixt '93 and '97
nothing daunted, is on the eve of re-embarkation in the industry. At present the firm have cattle and horses. Mr. F.
conducts a plumbing, tin plate and machine repairing business. He is a remarkably clever artisan.
I also met in Flagstaff young
MR. DENNIS S. HIBBIN,29 son of H. S. Hibbin, Esq., of
the county recorder's office. These gentlemen, I understand,
are also contemplating keeping sheep. The young man has
had experience with both Angoras and sheep.
Last, but not least, among those whom it was my privilege to see in "Flag.," must be mentioned the genial editor
and publisher of
THE COCONINO "SUN,"3o a live weekly, which in its news
columns keeps the people in the outlying districts accurately
informed in regard to happenings in town, and in its advertising columns touches on the multiplicity of articles which
they may be able to secure when they visit this city. At the
same time, it posts the citizens concerning what may be doing in the other counties of the territory, and in the little
world outside of Arizona.
The tone of this publication seems to me calmly conservative, which I should say indicates that its director comes not
in the class of sensational newspaper men. I suppose that he
would not be unduly exercised by anything short of an eruption from one of the extinct volcanoes in the range to the
north and northwest of the town. At least, I have not heard
that either his printing press or himself was unbalanced
29. See note 5.
30. The Coconino Sun was established at Peach Springs in 1882 under the name of
Arizona Champion. 1t was transferred to Flagstaff February 2, 1883, and the name
was changed. C. M. Funstron was editor and publisher from 1898 to 1907. Estelle
LutreU, "Newspapers and Periodicals of Arizona 1859·1911." University of Arizona.
General BuUetin 15, XX, No.3 (July,1949).
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when the earth quaked at Flagstaff at 25 minutes of 2 p.m.,
on the 25th of January, 1906. 31 I have heretofore declared
that this is one of the most interesting spots in the territory.
One need not for a moment doubt the correctness of my assertion. Why, Nature exerts herself in order to invest the
situation with interest, when local affairs are otherwise
quiet.
I was sitting in my room at the aforesaid time when suddenly a rumbling roar rent the air, and in the next second
the compact two-story house was shaken as though the walls
were coming down; you could see them sway in the first
severe shock, which was followed during a dozen seconds by
a series of forcible vibrations each more intense than I had
experienced in California on a similar occasion.
Each motion was very sensibly felt throughout the town.
At some points the effect just stopped short of creating a
panic.
Some chimneys were fractured and possibly some bricks
may have been detached; plastering dropped from walls,
clocks stopped, and pictures swung to and fro like the pendulums of great eight-day timekeepers. Light articles
hopped briskly about as though suddenly animated.
My good landlady, Mrs. H., who had never before experienced anything of the kind, and who at the instant of the
premonitory roar had entered her kitchen, thought the house
was coming down about her ears.
She attributed the "roar" to the bursting of the water
31. A severe earthquake occurred at Tombstone on May 3, 1887. at 2 :48 p.m. "In
Science, 1887, May 20, P. 483, under the heading, The Sonora Earthquake, is a good
account by G. E. Goodfellow, of the shock at Tombstone, Arizona. At this place there
were loud detonations. The severe shaking lasted 10 seconds, the moderately severe about
20, and tremors a little over one minute. . . . The railroad track of the A. T. and St. F.
R. R., at a point where it ran east and west, was thrown 4'h inches out of line, the
convexity looking south. The bend was 300 feet long. . . . The center is probably south
of Fronteras. At San Bernardino Ranch, 90 miles southeast of Tombstone, all the
houses were thrown down. . . ," Edward S. Holden, A Catawgue of Earthquakes on the
Pacific Coast 1769 to 1897, p. 115-116. Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections. Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, 1898. John A. Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer,
Tucson, 1935. Reprint by Arizona Silhouettes, Tucson, 1955.
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pipes, but was at a loss to what cause she should assign such
disaster; she was yet more puzzled when she saw her neighbors (women) running out of their houses.
At school, the younger children, of course, instinctively
rushed for the door, bent on seeking safety outside, and the
plucky schoolma'am, after vainly endeavoring to allay the
excitement and stay the flight of the little boys and girls,
weepingly gave up the undertaking, and some say followed
the children. However, all were back in their usual places
when it appeared that the disturbance was over.
Yet there was another faint shock, later in the afternoon,
but this attracted slight attention, as did a third, which occurred toward nightfall.
Aside from the mental disturbance of some of the good
people of the place, the only serious consequence of the shock
was the temporary check of the flow of water through the
pipe from the mountainside spring. Investigation showed
that the "cutting off" of the supply was due to the falling of
a mass of rocks and earth upon the pipes at some distance
below the spring.
Large limbs and even sections of the trunks of trees were
broken off during the disturbance, as well as quantities of .
earth and stone displaced.
These facts led to the not unreasonable conjecture that
the movement on the mountainside was much fiercer than
upon the high plain at its feet.
Some, indeed, imagined that the force originated in the
subterranean depths, directly under this particular mountain.
WINSLOW,32 60 miles east of "Flag," and another busy
32. The A. & P. RR. established its terminal at Winslow in November of 1881. F. G.
Demerest had a tent on the site in late 1880. The town was probably named for General
Edward Winslow, president of the St. Louis and San Francisco RR., although Tom
Winslow, a prospector living at Meyer. made the claim in 1920 that the town was
named for him. The Railroad Company often attached the name of an employee to a site
along the right of way. Cf. Arizona Place Names and WyIlys, Arizona. p. 218. A post
office was established on January 10, 1882. with U. L. Taylor as the first postmaster.
Theobald, Post Offices.
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place like its neighbor at the west, owes its present importance to the railroad business done within its limits.
The population is 1,800, which, aside from the merchants
and stock men who reside here, comprises almost every
grade of employe in the service of the Santa Fe company.
Their dwellings are neat one-story brick cottages, all nearly
uniform in style, generally having a veranda or two on front
or side.
The Santa Fe has at this point
A FINE READING-ROOM, in which I passed a delightful
evening. All the important western newspapers of the day
were on file, and around the long broad tables employees of
the road who were at the moment off duty were seated,
reading or studying. I saw a young fellow carefully conning
phonographic hieroglyphics which he has made on slipshe was evidently endeavoring to master the art of shorthand; others were reading books taken from the library
of the establishment. This comprises a complete list of
American historical works-Prescott, Bancroft, Motley, etc. ;
"The American Statesmen Series";* "American Men of
Letters," and a complete set of standard English fiction, as
well as tJ.;anslations from French, German and Russian
literature.
One bookcase contains a valuable collection of scientific
treatises-steam, electric, mining engineering, etc., and in
fact in the "periodical" list are publications devoted to special
industrial pursuits.
Adjacent to the reading-room is the pool room, in which
two persons were engaged in a game.
Men who frequent this establishment have little use for
the saloon or such diversions as are often associated with it
and are supposed to be fostered by it.
THE SHEEP MEN who reside in this place, all of whom I
saw, and who, in the aggregate, own 40,000 to 50,000 sheep,
• The first instance in the annals of literature of truly impartial biography.
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are W. W. Perkins, of Perkins & Noble; Wm. H. Dagg; C. E.
Wyrick and T. Hart.33
I found parties in this section generally in favor of
SHEARING MACHINES. One gentleman remarked to me:
"You get on the average'18 ounces more wool per head by
machine shearing. The shorter the fleece is cut, the faster it
grows. Hand shearing 'pulls the wool, pulls· the flesh' and
cuts the staple different lengths."
"THE OPEN RANGE PROPOSITION" says the same gentleman, "is very important. We agree that the 'reserve' has in
a general way been a good thing for us, but the trouble is
that we can never figure ahead more than one season.
"In our business 'we've got to calculate ahead!' We've
just received notice of additional charges for lambing on the
reserve-2c. per head for ewe bands going on to lamb; 21f2c.
for each lamb which comes. The government has fixed the
amount of lambs for which charge will be made at 80 per
cent of a ewe band."
Loss OF SHEEP on the range out from Winslow may reach
15 per cent. Among the causes is the "dropping out of small
bunches." Again, in June and July not a few deaths happen
from the animals eating "genuine" larkspur 34 when this bane
is at its maturity. The poison seems particularly to affect the
forequarters of the sheep. They move forward with difficulty,
then "stiffen up," and finally die.
33. William H. Dagg, immigrant from Ireland in 1884, settled in Winslow three
years later, having come west for reasons of health. He was a merchant and sheepman.
History of Arizona, 4 :513. Record Publishing Company, Phoenix, 1933. Haskett, op. cit"
7 :48. W. W. Perkins was a sheepman in Coconino County post-1891. Ibid. I have no
references for T. Hart and C. E. Wyrick.
34. The larkspur "contain delphinine and other toxic alkaloids. The extent and
exact nature of larkspur poisoning is as yet little known, but the tall meadow species
are often deadly to cattle, apparently less so to sheep a';d horses:' Thomas H. Kearney
and Robert H. Peebles, Arizona Flora, p. 307. Berkley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press, 1951.
uLasses from eating poisonous growths can also be minimized by putting each kind of
stock on its proper grazing areas. For example, sheep can be safely, and are sometimes
deliberately, grazed where there is larkspur, harmless to them but dangerous to cattle,
On the other hand, cattle are immune to lupines, which were injurious to sheep." Charles
Wayland Towne and Edward Morris Wentworth, Shepherd's Empire, p. 242, University
of Oklahoma Press, 1945.
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However, one party here claimed that his loss, "year in
and year out," out of a band was less than 50.
They appear in this region to be right after the heaviest
shearing stock and want nothing else than a high-grade
Merino. They claim that the average weight of fleece is 10
pounds to 11 pounds. One proprietor tells me that in 1900 he
had 2,500 head, which clipped on the average 12112 pounds
per head. But wool that year brought only 12 1hc. per pound.
In 1905 the average price paid at Winslow was about 17%,c.
Winslow is located upon a broad plain in the valley of the
LITTLE COLORADO, a river here two hundred yards wide,
which has its source in the White mountains far away to the
southeast and enters the great river [the Colorado] 110
miles northeast of Flagstaff.
The valley, throughout its extent, from mesa rim to mesa
rim, varies in width from two miles to six and even eight
miles. It has nearly the maximum breadth' in this vicinity.
The town is two miles and one-half from the river bank.
The plain 'is the surface of a clay deposit of uncertain
depth. The clay at this point is much utilized. The cottages
in Winslow, mostly constructed of white or yellow specimens
of local manufacture, afford a good notion of what is doing
in this line, even though one does not step just outside of
town to look at the kiln. .
A PICTURE BY THE WAYSIDE. About midway of one of the
streets which cross the town from north to south, a mass of
stratified rock abuts upon the east side of the way, the strata
being visible where the rock was broken when the street was
built.
The edges of the strata form a vertical wall whose face
about coincides with the line of fence in front of the house
lots north of the rock formation. The east slope of this mass,
which is covered with earth, dips down from the rounded
crown of the little hill, which is large enough to permit a
score of persons to stand upon it, and high enough to serve
for an observatory from which to view the immediate neigh-
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borhood. The other day, as I was about to pass this rock, I
observed, seated side by side, on the summit, two Navajo
women. One of them, who evidently could read writing, was
apparently imparting the contents of a letter to th~ other.
These dusky, dark-eyed dames, their black manes coiled, but
otherwise out of prison in the clear light of day (these women generally walk unhatted or unhooded), with a "kid" of
the same race at their feet, made a picture which constrained
the passer-by to pause and contemplate.
And this incident naturally enough suggests some consideration of
THE NAVAJOS as a tribe which is to-day at once the one
pastoral and the one textile manufacturing aborigInal
group of note among all the trans-Rocky mountain Indians.
There are reckoned to be 22 thousand of these dwelling
upon their vast reservation (probably ten thousand square
miles in area), which extends from Tuba City, 150 miles
northwest of Winslow, east into New Mexico.
All of these people own either sheep or goats or both.
The sheep, which are of the Mexican order, yield a coarse,
lean, light wool (three or four pounds per head), which is
nothing more nor less than the "domestic" carpet wool which
in most seasons is on sale in the Boston and Philadelphia
markets.
I have heard various estimates of the total number of
sheep on the whole reservation, ranging from two hundred
fifty thousand to a half million.
The fact that every adult among the 20 odd thousand
souls (who comprise at least 3,500 families) owns from 30
to 200 head, leads me to believe that the whole number will
not fall short of 300,000.
The methods of these people in the management of their
flocks are primitive, and in the matter of time and manner
of shearing, their customs are peculiarly their own. They
commence to clip their wethers in March, especially if at
that time they have animals fat and fit, in their judgment,

THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN ARIZONA, 1906

143

for their table, for the families consume a good deal of mutton. Thenceforth they are clipping more or less through the
summer.
"Clipping" is the word, for they cut off the fleece in handfuls with knives. Indeed, if shears came in their way they
would be likely to remove the rivet whch fastens together
the blades, take one of them and sharpen it to use as a knife.
They have sheep whose wool is of various shades, white,
black, brown ("coffee color") and gray. The last-named is
unique; the pigment is so distributed that the wool has the
appearance of having been artificially dyed with consummate skill.
Though the sheep are light shearers, yet from the large
number of them there is a great quantity of it grown yearly,
in weight mounting into the hundreds of thousands of
pounds. A portion of this ultimately reaches the eastern
markets, but first of all much of it, perhaps the largest part
(at least that has happened in the past), is employed inthe
handiwork that has made these people famous, i. e., the manufacture of
NAVAJO BLANKETS. In the various phases of this industry,
young, middle-aged and old participate (females for the
most part). Among these "artisans" are many who are
marvels of expertness. Children five years old are set at
carding and at eight or ten years some of them are able to
construct the different "implements" (except the cards), including the spinning and weaving apparatus.
SOMETHING ANENT METHODS. First: For blanket purposes, after the wool has been washed and the coarsest, longstapled stock, which, in their judgment, is adapted to their
needs, has been selected, necessary portions of it are dyed
different shades.
The coloring matter is procured through Indian traders
(sometimes the same parties who handle quantities of their
"wares") from eastern manufacturers. Some of the material, for example, comes from Foxcroft, Me.
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In the dyeing of wool some of these people are exceedingly clever. Their excellent taste in blending the hues in a
fabric is manifest both in the "loud patterns"-the real
"Navajos"-and in the sober grays and blacks, which, I
dare say, "refined and cultured" tourists would select by
preference, although such patterns are a thousand leagues
away from the traditional notion of an Indian blanket.
The carding is done with the oldtime hand implements
which New England farmers' wives used a half century or
more ago. These are obtained from New England, perhaps
from Worcester, Mass., and usually through the same medium as the dye-stuffs.
THE SPINNING is accomplished by means of an instrument which may be described as a staff (an "arrow") two
and one-half feet long, to which, three inches from the top, is
attached a small reel. The principle of this device and of the
operation which is performed with it, is that of the ancient
distaff. These tawny spinsters have their own knack of drawing out the thread and "twisting" with their deft fingers.
WEAVING. When the yarn-warp and filling-is ready for
use in the construction of the fabric, the steps thenceforth
are similar to those pursued by the "tapestry weavers" at
the Gobelins in Paris.
A frame adapted in its dimensions to the size of the fabric which is to be wrought is firmly established in an upright
(vertical) position by means of guy lines. In this the warp
threads, extending longitudinally from top to base of the
frame, are drawn with sufficient tension. Then the weft
threads of several hues are cunningly filled in.
Aside from the rudeness of the implements used here and
the coarseness of the material, the main difference between
the feat achieved by the Navajo woman who has fashioned a
picturesque blanket and that of the "artist" at the Gobelins
who has reproduced in silk and worsted an historical or allegorical picture or in woolen or worsted some famous type
of carpet, is that she has in her mind every element of the
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design which she is to materialize by a combination of the
different colored weft threads; while he has his "study"
placed above and before him in front or rear of the frame,
according to whether he is making a picture or a carpet; and
that he uses a diminutive shuttle called a "spoulin" for
"throwing" the filling among and across the warp threads,
while she effects the same purpose by means of a flat stick,
12 to 15 inches long, curved at one end so that it resembles
the blade of a carving knife.
r have before me at the moment one of these "knives," as
r have also a small weaving frame * with the warp in place,
partially filled in.
A PATTERN. The design of the little unfinished picture
before me has for its borders, which are in yellow, a series
of lateral segments of pine cones whose apices are tending
inward in such a manner that the adjacent edges of each two
constitute two sides of a triangle. These spaces are filled (on
either border of the pattern) by the projecting segments of
a large frustum of a pine cone in slate color, which forms the
body of the design. Across the large figure extends a column
of smaller frustums, their colors being in the following serial
order, from the base to the top of the pattern; two in blue,
one in olive green and three in black.
SOME NAVAJO DESIGNS. The "bows and arrows" is a magnificentproduction. A specimen of this pattern is before me,
at the moment. The groundwork is a deep scarlet. Two bows
(black), two feet long, are placed at each end; their strings
(white), extending inward in the same line from opposite
sides, reach points six inches from each other.
Twelve arrows, whose shafts are alternately blue and
black, are arranged in parallel lines on either side, four or
five inches apart, the barbs of each two opposite arrows being about three inches from a point in a line which might be
* It might earlier have been remarked that the desired thickness of the fabric is
obtained by using the requisite number of sets of warp thread, each set having its own
"beam" at the top the frame.
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conceived to be drawn right through the centre of the surface of the rug.
The feathers of the arrows are alternately blue and white.
The two arrows midway along in the series are but a foot
long, so that the spaces between their points on either hand
and the centre of the rug furnish position for two opposite
angles of a large rhombus or lozenge ("diamond"), whose
centre is identical with the centre of the fabric.
The border of the lozenge, two inches wide, is blue and
encloses a white ground in the centre of which is a blue
lozenge, within which is a red Greek cross. Between each pair
of short arrows, two inches from the longer edges of the rug,
and opposite the angles of the rhombus, is a blue Greek cross.
At the corners of the rug are tassels-bunches of blue and
black threads.
The production of this fabric required six months' steady
labor. The present proprietor wants $75 for it.
The "lightning pattern" is another one among the countless Navajo triumphs.
An example of this is a rug, four feet by five feet, I should
say, with scarlet ground and a fringe of light blue, red and
yellow threads at the ends.
Across either end of the fabric, perhaps three inches from
the edge, is a column of six-sided polygons, the base of the
uppermost resting upon the top of the one beneath it, and so
on to the other side of the rug.
Three sides of each hexagon in the one series are pale
yellow; the other three are in the uppermost and lowest
figures dark blue in two of the hexagons, and deep green in
the remainder.
From the sides of the figures within and without colored
rays project which embrace all the previously mentioned
shades.
.
Four series of smaller polygons, similarly "shaded," having colored "rays" projecting from their sides, extend along
parallel lines across the rug from the angles of the larger
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hexagons in one series to the corresponding angles in the
other series of large figures.
The sides of the adjacent figures in the continuous course
of the broken lines thus formed are supposed to represent the
jagged path of a lightning flash.
The variety of patterns is endless, and the name of the
combinations of shades and of the devices used in the expression of ideas is legion.
There are blankets and rugs with groundwork of gray
whose designs simply involve weaves of black and blue yarn
-sober productions which appear to be highly appreciated
by wealthy connoisseurs, some of whom have been willing to
pay as high "as $200 for a fabric which hit their fancy, The
"rareness" of these "serious" specimens is said partly to
explain their "value"; 'tis alleged that few if any of these
are now being made.
In some of the rugs and blankets, "Germantown yarn,"
it is averred, is employed for the weft. Whether this was
spun from Navajo or eastern wool, I know not.
One dealer in "Navajos" assures me that in a few instances some Rhode Island wool (which he furnished the
Indians) was used for filling.
Jobbers who collect these fabrics in quantities, both from
country traders to whom the Indians have bartered the
goods, have in the past done a very lucrative business, as
have the curio dealers. To-day I should imagine that the supply of genuine Navajos would fall somewhat short of the
demand. 35
Winslow is one of several railroad points which are in
direct communication with the reservation. The nearest station upon the Santa Fe to the heart of that district I believe
to be
35. For a history of the Navaho blanket, see Charles Avery Amsden, Navaho
Weaving: Its Technic and History. The Fine Arts Press, Santa Ana. California; 1934.
An insight into .Navaho life is presented in Robert L. Wilken. O.F.M., Anselm Weber,
OFM, Missionary to the Navaho, 1898·1921. Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Co., 1952.
Son of Old Man Hat. A Navaho Autobiography. Recorded by Walter Dyk Harcourt,
Brace and Company, New York 1938.
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HOLBROOK,36 33 miles farther up the valley of the Little
Colorado. This stream has its source in the Zuni mountains,
100 miles southeast of Holbrook, flows southeast through a
level valley and 36a joins the great Colorado at the head of the
Grand Canyon. At Holbrook it receives the waters of the
Puerco.
The Santa Fe line, which at this place extends along the
north bank of the river, traverses its valley for 40 miles,
passing through alfalfa fields near St. Joseph,37 for the
region is beginning to be agriculturally developed. Of the
possibilities in this direction more anon.
Since the first settlement in 1879, four years earlier than
the advent of the A. & P. Ry., now a part of the great Santa
Fe system, the staple industry has been the raising of cattle,
sheep and horses. Every season large herds of each class of
stock have grazed upon the plains, hills and mountainsides
of this section. However, with the exception of the Aztec
Land and Cattle CompanY,38 which used to run 50,000 to
60,000 head of cattle upon the open range in this (Navajo)
county, the largest and most numerous proprietors of stock
were sheep men. Sheep were as now in the ascendency, and
36. John W. Young, contractor for the A. & P. RR., named Holbrook in honor of
H. R. Holbrook, railroad official, in 1882. Arizona Place Names. The site was first occupied
in 1880. Wyllys. Arizona, PP. 218, 276. James H. Wilson was appointed postmaster
January 10, 1882. Dike, Territorial Post Offices.
36a. The Little Colorado rises in the White Mountains and flows north, west, northwest to join the Colorado.
37. Mormon immigrants arrived on the Little Colorado March 24, 1876. Their location
was first called Allen's Camp until May 26, 1876, when the name was changed to
Joseph City. The name was changed to St. Joseph January 21, 1878. but the railroad
company objected because of confusion with St. Joseph, Missouri. The name was again
changed to Joseph October 31, 1898, and to Joseph City December 19. 1923. John McLaws,
the first postmaster. was appointed January 21, 1878. Arizona Place Names. Theobald.
Post Offices. gives August 25. 1876, for the first postinaster. Dike. Territorical Post Of!ices. Cf. McClintock. Mormon Settlements. p. 138.
38. The Aztec Land and Cattle Company was organized in 1884 by parties interested
in the A. & P. RR. It secured one million acres of RR. land at 50¢ south of the tracks
between Holbrook and Flagstaff, ninety by forty miles. Sanford A. Mosk, Land Tenure
Probwms in the Santa Fe Railroad Grant Area. p. 12. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press. 1944. Greever. Arid Domain. pp. 13, 46. Wyllys. Arizona. p.
246. This cattle company was popularly known as the Hashknife and is mentioned as
fighting the sheepmen in Wentworth. Sheep TraUB. p. 253.

THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN ARIZONA,

1906

149

easily so because of the natural adaptability of the country
around to the peculiar needs of these animals, in all seasons.
In summer they could find grass browse and water in
plenty in the mountains, and in fall and winter could feed
upon the nutritious grasses-gramma, blue stem etc.-which
thrive upon the plains and among the low foothills.
The hills 50 miles south of Holbrook at the foot of the
timber belt, in easy reach of the summer range, afforded
first-class facilities for lambing from early in April till June.
Losses were and are rare and insignificant.
The highly nutritious character of the grasses indigenous
to this region is claimed to have been proved by careful tests
of the relative amount of nutriment contained in these and
in the wild growths of sections more than 1,500 miles farther
east.
For example, it is declared to have been demonstrated
that one pound of the gramma and bunch grass of this part
of northern Arizona has as much value for stock feed as five
and one-fourth pounds of the wild growth of Nebraska and
Kansas.
Therefore as a consequence of its grazing advantages this
has been an important wool and mutton growing section.
.In 1905 1,250,000 pounds of wool were shipped from Holbrook. For 1906 careful estimates place the prospective shipment at 3,000,000 pounds, on account of the small sales of
sheep which have occurred. In fact, no sheep have been shipped from Holbrook this season.
The wool transportation rate to Boston and Philadelphia
is $2.38 per hundredweight.
In 1905 325 "deck loads," 130 head per "deck," went
from Holbrook to the Missouri river and Chicago markets.
The rate per 36-foot doubledecked car was $132 to Kansas City; $165 to Chicago.
"Who are the prominent proprIetors of sheep in Navajo
country?" it maybe asked. The reply would be, "They are all
prominent." In Holbrook about every merchant not only
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owns sheep, but gives more or less personal attention to the
details of the business of running them, and if I name first
in order,
MR. JOHN R. HULET,a9 treasurer of the Arizona Wool
Growers' Association, 'tis simply because the initial letter
of his surname comes earlier in the alphabet than that of
any of the others. This gentleman is a native of Utah, of
Yankee stock; I have an idea that his progenitors were
among those pioneers who early came through Emigrant
canyon. He settled in Little Colorado valley in '79, two years
before work commenced upon the railroad in this part of the
country, and commenced merchandising (he is at present
manager of the "Co.-Op." Mercantile Institution in Holbrook) , trafficking with Indians and whites, furnishing supplies to stockmen and other settlers, doing more or less of a
barter business, and· incidentally a banking business, as he
and his contemporary traders are doing today.
Having had for years previously intimate financial relations with sheep men, he himself naturally enough drifted
into sheep husbandry in 1894, and has been ever since continually "in sheep."
His first venture was in a mixed lot ranging from Mexican to graded sheep. Of course he immediately began improving his herd, "running into Shropshires and then back," .
the rams for this purpose having been imported from the
East, afterward crossing with French Merino stock from
California. He has at present a herd of fine medium grade
Merinos which, in 1905, clipped 8 pounds per head (averaging that). Wool at Holbrook last season sold for 15c. to
171J2c. per pound. Previous to the past two seasons the fleece
of the sheep has hardly paid the expense of running them;
but there has been a margin of profit on the wool at the prices
which have since prevailed.
In a dry year the expenses are double and the losses are
39. John R. Hulet was a sheepman in Navaho County post-1891. Haskett, op. cit.,
7 :48. And superintendent of the Arizona Cooperative Mercantile Institution at Woodruff and Holbrook. History of Arizona. 4 :25.
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greater. There have been, however, but two really severe seasons in the past eight or nine years; the losses, therefore, in
most seasons have been insignificant.
The reserve and the regulations instituted in regard to
grazing have been, on the whole, highly beneficial to the
sheep industry; indeed, this gentleman declares that if his
flock could not go upon the government summer range he
would retire from the sheep business.
He pays herders $30 per month and "found," and estimates that it costs, "all told," 70c. to $1 per head per year to
maintain the herd.
Lambing commences about the 10th of April. In normal
years 75 per cent to 80 per cent of the lambs "dropped" are
saved. The practice has been, usually, to keep the ewes for
the flock. Wethers brought $3 per head in 1905.
Speaking further in regard to losses, he says: "In any
ordinary year, at the farthest, loss among the old sheep will
not exceed five per cent and may be no more than two per
cent. Drought and lack of water, following a dry winter, are
mainly responsible for such as we experience in this county,
although in one section there is a poisonous weed which
creates uneasiness among the flocks on the summer range."
MR. J. L. SCORCE,40 who keeps a large general store at Holbrook, was one of the earliest, if not the first, white settler
here, where he located in 1879. Before reaching what is now
Navajo county, Arizona, he had become familiar with all
sections of the country west of Dakota; indeed, it would be
difficult to name a stock-raising or mining region, from
central Montana to the Klamath country in southern Oregon
and northern California, in which he has not sojourned or
which, at least, he has not visited, including the "pan handle" of Idaho and Washington.
He was for some time in the Smith river valley, Meagher
county, Mont., and in his day was intimately acquainted
40.

Henry H. Scorce located a sheep ranch near Holbrook in 1879 and then turned
to the mercantile business. History of Arizona, 4 :81. Haskett, op. cit., 7 :48.
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with the old-time stock men of that section, such as the late
lamented Dr. Wm. Parberry and Len Lewis. Mr.· Scorce
seems always to have had a decided predilection for the
stock-raising business, and although on his arrival in Arizona he engaged in mercantile affairs, trading with the Indians (incidentally handling lots of their blankets), with
home-seekers, miners and people traveling through the country, he from the outset gave a good deal of attention to livestock. In the '80s he was running' sheep for Benson & Co.,
who brought in a flock from California.
I believe that it was in 1892 that on his own individual
account he commenced to run sheep as an industry collateral
with his general mercantile enterprise.
Beginning with a half-breed native Merino and Mexican
mixed lot, he "brought it up to a 'fine medium.' " This, he believes, is the best kind of sheep to keep on account of the
climatic conditions which here prevail. He has especial reference to droughts. "In 1903," says he, "we had to go 15 miles
from feed to water."
This gentleman speaks very highly in regard to the summer and winter "feed." "The sheep," he remarks, "running
on the reserve, on the Moquione [Mogollon] mountains, find
plenty of sagebrush, chenise [chamise] and wild grass, and
in winter on the desert sough (in Maricopa) lots of 'filaree'
and Indian wheat. 'Filaree' will fatten sheep on the desert
in 50 days, and Indian wheat puts on the flesh, when it begins to ripen."41
I may say at this point that Mr. Scorce regards the outlook for 1906, in the sheep industry, as very favorable.
He uses French Merino bucks in his herd. In seasons
when he does not go "south" with his ewe bands (or at any
41. Droughts of the 1860's brought sheep from California to Arizona: "Better still,
in the wool of these dispossessed flocks were the seeds of alfileria, or jilaree; and in this
casual fashion this excellent forage grass was introduced to thousands of acres of
Arizona range country." Towne and Wentworth, Shepherd's Empire, P. 254. "Alfileria
or filaree (Erodium cicutarium) is especially important because of its great abundance.
It is believed that alfilaria was introduced into the Southwest at an early date by the
Spaniards. Kearney and Peebles, Arizona Flora, P. 486. Haskett, op. cit., P. 20.
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rate that portion of the ewes which winter here), lambing
begins about the middle of April. He generally raises all the
ewe lambs. He kept all of last season's crop. Under ordinarily favorable circumstances, one should be able to raise 85
per cent of "the drop." Lambs are sold here from the 20th
of July till October. During the past five years the average
selling price has been $2 per head.
Basque 42 and Mexican herders are employed, usually two
for each band. These receive $30 per month, and their
"keep" costs $12 per month additional for each. Mr. Scorce
estimates the annual per capita expense of running his flock
at 65c.
The firm of A. & B. Schuster,43 besides conducting an extensive mercantile business at Holbrook, are considerable
proprietors of sheep. The brothers appear to have arranged
between themselves a systematic division of labor, whereby
one manages affairs in town and the other looks after their
stock interests at or near St. John, 60 miles southeast of
Holbrook.
JULIUS WETZLER,44 who has been located for years at Holbrook, is a type of the keen, clever, brainy Hebrew merchant
of the day, and is as successful as are supposed to be all the
individuals of that class from New York to Frisco, whatever
may be their line of operations.
Mr. Wetzler works a miscellaneous field (involving half
a dozen specialties besides a general store) apparently prosperously.
He always has a flock of sheep somewhere ranging in the
county, and in the years has traded a good deal in sheep and
wool; i.e., has extensively bought and sold both stock and
staple.
Perhaps it is as "Indian trader" that he is most distinguished, although he has a handful of irons in the fire, none
of which he allows to cool.
/

42. Ibid.
43. A. and B. Schuster were Bheepmen in Apache County post-1891. Ibid.• 7 :47.
44. I have no reference for Julius Wetzler.
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He talks with the tribesmen who visit his establishment
with the same ease with which he converses with the white
ranchers and stock men who may be among his occasional
patrons. One hardly ever peeps into his big store without
finding a group. of Indians standing in that part of the shop
where the groceries, hardware and general supplies are kept,
and when you cast your eyes toward the opposite side of the
establishment what you see there induces the reflection that
these people "are not a long way from home," for you behold
a startling, array of Indian curios of all dates, from the
pottery and wooden ware of days long gone to the latest productions in blankets and rugs.
In the showcases are trinkets-charms and amuletsamong which is the "Swastiza 45 pin" and likewise a clasp
for a belt.
The idea involved in the design of this toy, which is said
to be of Hindoo origin, is that of "closeness and security."
It consists of two metallic bands, each so shaped as to constitute half a rectangle, so combined as to form a quadrilateral. In the central space is a metallic plate bearing on its
face some mystic device.
This idea or some modification of it has time and again
found expression in Navajo weaves.
Mr. Wetzler's current collection of "Navajos" makes an
exhibit which one may study with untiring interest.
The range and variety of patterns, the richness and diversity of coloring and the neatness and precision of the
"finish" of the fabric are wonderful. Mr. Wetzler has handled these wares on a large scale ~or years, and has a special
storehouse for such commodities, apart from his general
45. "The Swastika. when put in a Navajo blanket simply proclaims it a fake. It
never had any place whatever with the American Indian, and is a cheap modern im.
pudence of traders who have it woven in to please ignorant customers. Charles Lummis.
Mesa, Canon, and Pueblo, p. 176. New York and London: The Century Co.• 1925. "1£
the star and the swastika embody the immemorial legendry of the tribe, why do we not
find them in use before the era of mail-order catalogues and rugs made to order ?"
Amsden, Navaho Weavino. p. 219.
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warehouse. He receives from all parts of the country more
orders than he can fill.
ANOTHER SHEEP MAN out at Woodrun, 12 miles up the
Little Colorado from Holbrook, is Clarence Owens,46 a
worthy member of that busy and prosperous community,
and in the country 'twixt Woodruff and St. Johns are a number of Mexican proprietors of sheep.
Down at Showlow, 50 miles south, are E. B. Newman and
Scott Bros.
Messrs. Newman and Geo. Scott were mentioned at some
length in an earlier letter, I having met both of these gentlemen at Phoenix.
MR. C. E. WHITTMORE,47 whom I first pleasantly encountered at Daggett, Cal., in December last, was several
days in Holbrook in February. He was accompanied by his
son-in-law, Mr. Jackson, a stalwart Texan-a fine figure of
a man, upward of six feet tall, large in proportion and
weighing 215 pounds. They have a fine stock ranch in the
Showlow country; just how many sheep they have at present I do not know. I understand that they will be running
about 20,000 head by the close of the present year or the
beginning of the next.
Twelve miles down the valley, on the north side of the
river, and a half mile north of the Santa Fe track, is
JOSEPH CITY, a town that in the matters of street plan,
arborial adornment, neat residences, fine schoolhouse and
general thrifty air reminds one of similar villages in Sanpete, Juab or Sevier. Bishop Bushman and Mr. Richards,
who reside here, have each a few sheep.
Just across the river from Joseph City station, on the
Santa Fe line, is the large two-story, roomy adobe mansion,
with double-deck veranda in approved southern style extending (sides and ends) completely around it, from which one
can view the country as far as the average eye can gaze46. Clarence Owens was a sheepman in Navaho County post-1891. Hackett, op. cit.,
7 :48. He arrived in Arizona in 1870. Hi.tory of Arizona, 4 :25.
47. I have no referencCB for C. E. Whittmore.
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one even can scan the snowbanks on the eastern slope of the
San 'Frisco range,48 100 miles away. This was the headquarters in cattle d.ays of the
AZTEC LAND & CATTLE CO. and is the present residence
of its manager. This company was organized in 1885. In
1886 it bought a million-acre land grant of the Atlantic &
Pacific Ry. Co. (whose successor is the Santa Fe system), a
tract beginning at the San Francisco mountains, including
their east slope, on which are some fine springs, and extending east 90 miles. This tract, bounded north and east by the
Little Colorado river and south by the Mogollon mountains,
extends north and south 50 miles. In this vast territory (embracing every alternate section) the company for 15 years
ran large herds of stock cattle. It ceased pastoral operations
in 1901, having found the running of an immense herd of
cattle on the western range, no longer profitable.
The concern is now turning its attention to the agricultural development and the settlement of the country.
To this end the company is bending its energies and incidentally expending much money. The first venture is the
"OPENING UP" of the valley of the Little Colorado.
The proprietors have a thousand acres of land on which
they desire to settle at least 25 families, for whom they are
now preparing the land.
They are putting in a water pumping plant for irrigation.
The reservoir, which covers three and one-half acres and
which is eight feet deep, is nearly completed and the water
will be ready by the time the settlers have their land
ploughed and prepared for seeding next fall.

48.

The San Francisco peaks that tower over Flagstaff.

